


January 1: Beginnings

Genesis 1–2; Matthew 1–2; Ecclesiastes 1:1–5 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In the beginning, God subdues the greatest symbol of chaos in the ancient world: the 
waters. He also creates light—something that the ancients thought ruled everything. 
Even darkness, which they deeply feared, is now ruled by Him. 

The ancients were in the middle, asking, “God, where are you in the midst of this 
chaotic world?” He answers them with a story about beginnings. In this story, we find 
that God establishes order in a chaotic world. He rules other gods. He rules the light. 
He rules the night. It’s as if God said, “Why are you afraid? I’m here. I’m working it out.” 

Matthew 1–2 gives us another beginning—a child born in humble circumstances. But 
it’s through this child, Jesus, that the world itself was first created. And that’s not all: in 
Him and through Him everything is brought together. Chaos is made orderly: 
“Because all things in the heavens and on earth were created by him … and he 
himself is before all things, and in him all things are held together” (Col 1:16–17). If 
we want to truly understand our origins, we need this frame of reference. 

Like the ancients, we too are in the middle. We worry that evil and chaos will reign, 
but we must let Christ take control. He can bring order to our unruly lives. We need a 
new beginning. In Genesis, God wants us to see Him taking back what He created—
and that includes us. 

What chaos do you fear? We often feel in the middle, but our beginnings suggest that 
Christ is holding everything together. What areas of your life need God’s order? Where 
do you need Christ to step in and hold together? 
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