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Pronouns

"They" Gentiles

"You" Church

"We" Jews

Paul includes himself in this group

Many feel they have diplomatic immunity and are bit guilty - everyone else us guilty, but not me.

Jewish rabbi once said that to live in Palestine is to be saved eternally.
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Pronouns
In Roman Empire:

Exempted from paying certain temple taxes because it violated their conscience (Apostolic who refused to leave
20% tip and wrote on receipt...)

Exempted from serving in the military because they would not fight on the Sabbath (young boy in boarding
school)

Given more legal liberties than average Roman citizen

This caused resentment, hatred and bitterness - didn't help the Jew's case at all when he would say their race
was better, cleaner, chosen, superior and had the true God.

Paul was a proud Jew just like his contemporaries, he understood well that pride.

What Were The Jews So Proud?

Romans 2:17–20

2 Things they Were Proud About
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The Law
Given the Law

Not even the Patriarchs had the Law (Dt. 5:3; 4:7-8; Rom. 2:17)

To the gentiles: God>>creation>>conscience>>people

To the Jews: God>>Jews

This is why "WE" are special!

"We are in a position to correct the whole world, be a light to the whole world, even to condemn the entire world!"

Titles
Gave themselves Titles:

Guide to the blind

Light to those in darkness

Embodiment of knowledge and truth

Corrector of the foolish

Teacher of the immature

'We have a peculiar relationship with God that places us above everyone else. We are in the know, and if you
want to be in the know you have to come to us. We may let you in."

What's Wrong with this Attitude?
When you are a hypocrite people will hate and despise you and what you CLAIM to represent.

Romans 2:21–23
I guess it would be alright to boast some about the commandments and God, etc., but live and practice what you
preach.

Little girl asked her mother whose preaching led her to Christ. Mother said, "Mammaw's preaching." Girl said she
did not know Mammaw was a preacher. Mother said, "Not from any church pulpit, but by how she lived every day,
loved, served and practiced her religion."
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Dr. Pawson Quote
If you don't practice what you preach then people will not listen to what you say, but they will despise you for what
you are.

When a gentile sins, it is bad enough yet expected, but when a Jew sins, it is worse because people will blame
the God of the Jews.

Romans 2:24

2 Peter 2:2
Worse yet, Christians doing the same because when Christians sin, then it is bad for us because we malign
Christ.

Proud of their Badge: Circumcision

Romans 2:25–29
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Circumcision
There are people who will wear a badge but are fake

Dirty police, mockery of the badge

Politicians who make a mockery of their oath

Christians who make a mockery of their commitment to God

Jews knew not to commit adultery but did it anyway

Jews knew not to steal but stole, even from their own parents!

Circumcision
Christians wear a badge:

Baptism is a symbol of Christ death and resurrection (Romans 6)

Lord's Supper is a symbol of Christ's sacrifice

Going through the motions means nothing, obedience, the heart and holiness is what God wants

Romans 2:29
What makes a real Jew is not physical circumcision

What makes a real Jew is not human praise

What makes a real Jew is true obedience from the heart and praise from God.

Now Time for the Hecklers!
Paul assumes that his audience would not like what he was saying and would have some objections.
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the other direction as well. Supposing, he says, someone who isn’t circumcised (a Gentile, in other words) keeps
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more, they will then be in the position, over against the circumcised person who breaks the law, that the Jew in
verses 17–20 supposed himself to be in. They can sit in judgment over the lawbreakers.But who are these
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comes through the biblical echoes in verses 28 and 29. Paul is referring, not to any Gentile who happens to make
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the holy and wonderful word ‘Jew’ itself, and declares that when God works by the spirit in a Gentile heart to
produce the true fulfilment of the law, that Gentile is to be called ‘Jew’, even though he or she was not born into a
Jewish family. This radical shift in meaning for the ancient name of God’s people continues to haunt this letter, as
we shall see, right through to one of its most climactic moments, several chapters away as yet.What is true of the
name is true of the badge. The circumcision that matters is the circumcision of the heart, that strange internal
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operation spoken of originally by Israel’s scriptures themselves (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6; Jeremiah 4:4). The
prophets had spoken (Jeremiah 31:33; 32:39–40; Ezekiel 11:19; 36:26–27) of God’s new work in people’s hearts;
this, it seems, is what Paul has in mind. He is talking, in traditional Jewish language, about the renewal of the
covenant, and claiming that it has taken place in and through God’s spirit. He has not mentioned Jesus in this
passage, but it is clear that he understands this new covenant to be the direct result of God’s action through his
Messiah.One more note, an interesting indication of the way Paul’s mind worked. Having described ‘the Jew’ and
‘the circumcised person’ in terms not of ethnic background and physical marking but of the state of the heart, he
declares that such a person gets ‘praise’ not from other human beings but from God. The point is this. The
Hebrew name ‘Judah’, from which the word ‘Jew’ derives, actually means ‘praise’ (see Genesis 29:35; 49:8).
Despite the fact that Paul is writing in Greek, where the point doesn’t work, he is thinking in Hebrew. If it’s ‘praise’
you want, he says—if you want the name that says you can lift up your head and claim your special dignity—then
don’t look for it from other human beings, by boasting of your ethnic status as ‘Jew’. Get it from God, when God
writes his law on your heart by the spirit.

What's the Point of Being a Jew?

Romans
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